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John Warner Barber, View of South Cornwall (now Cornwall Village), 1836.  

Lots to 

Celebrate 
 

Thank you to all who supported our activities in the past 

year through your donations and your volunteer service. We   

are looking forward to the upcoming opening of War Stories: 

Cornwall in the American Revolution as well two smaller 

exhibits featuring the 200-year-old North Cornwall Meeting 

House and Cornwall Consolidated School students research 

about the family of Robert (Robin) Starr, an enslaved man from 

Cornwall who secured his freedom following service in the 

American Revolution. Seeing the American Revolution through 

the lens of a then thirty-six-year-old frontier village, one gains 

an understanding of how much the actions of individuals 

and communities matter. One can recognize in this story the 

Cornwall of today. 
 

This past year, we expanded our programming to include 

moderated discussions and potluck suppers featuring books       

about the American Revolution. Thank you to Kate and Doug 

Green, Deirdre Fischer and, Joe and Lynne Algrant for hosting  

these events and to Adam Van Doren and Peter Vermilyea 

for moderating discussions. We expect to do this again next    

fall, winter and spring, in anticipation of next year’s 

exhibition examining the history of immigrants in Cornwall.   
 

We continue to preserve and enhance our wonderful building 

and are working to develop a backyard garden where Cornwall’s 

agricultural and horticultural history can be celebrated and 

interpreted. We will hold this year’s annual fundraising party in 

the garden to celebrate completion of phase 1 of construction 

and to raise funds for its continued improvement and 

stewardship. We are also in the midst of improving our fire 

detection and security systems and repainting three exterior 

facades.   
 

Finally, we miss and celebrate the generosity and good humor  

of our late next-door neighbors on Pine Street, Gerry and Pat 

Blakey.  
 

Ann Trowbridge  

President  



WAR S TT O RIES 
CC ORN WAL L  I N THHE REVOLUTION

EXHIBITION PREVIEW  
OPENING RECEPTION  
Saturday, May 23  |  4–6 p.m. 

How did a small farming village take part in the American 
RevoluƟon? War Stories: Cornwall in the Revolu on 
brings together stories of diverse individuals and the larger 
events of the RevoluƟonary War to teach visitors about the 
personal decisions Cornwall’s people made as they fought for 
liberty and independence from 1775 to 1783.  
 
As a community, Cornwall itself survived the RevoluƟonary 
War to flourish in the new American republic. But just as the 
people of Cornwall helped make the RevoluƟon, the 
RevoluƟon leŌ its mark on their lives. Even before the 
DeclaraƟon of Independence, Cornwallians were 
contribuƟng to the war effort, through Ethan Allen’s capture  
of Fort Ticonderoga and through the provision of aid to fellow 
New Englanders during the Siege of Boston. Civilian men, 
women, and young people worked to supply Washington’s 
army with cloth and foodstuffs, contribuƟng to ConnecƟcut’s 
warƟme role as the “Provisions State” of the RevoluƟon. 
Townspeople feared Tory sabotage, and they marched forth  
to try to defend Danbury against BriƟsh aƩack in April 1777. 
WarƟme smallpox took lives in the town. Cornwall’s men and 
boys fought in the BaƩles of Brooklyn, Harlem Heights, Fort 
Washington, White Plains, Brandywine, Germantown, 
Monmouth, and Stony Point. They were with Washington 
during the harsh winters at Valley Forge and Jockey Hollow. 
Some of them endured the horrors of warƟme imprisonment 
in BriƟsh hands. And some of them never came home.   
 
Cornwall’s RevoluƟonary heritage is embodied in the survival 
of eighteenth-century features in its landscape (historic 
homes, burial grounds, topographical landmarks, and early 
clusters of seƩlement that sƟll shape the town’s cultural 
landscape); the Society’s rich archival holdings of historic 
documents and objects; and robust research by several 
generaƟons of scholars into the town’s past.   
 
War Stories showcases historic documents, objects, works      
of art, maps, and other materials, most of them from the 
Cornwall Historical Society’s own collecƟons. These include 
items relaƟng to Cornwall’s most illustrious naƟve son of the 
RevoluƟon, Ethan Allen, the conqueror of Fort Ticonderoga 
with his Green Mountain Boys (and fellow Cornwall townsmen) 
in 1775.  
 
War Stories is guest curated by historian Dr. Steven H. Jaffe, 
and made possible by the generous support of CT HumaniƟes, 
The Cornwall FoundaƟon, Inc., the Town of Cornwall’s Larry 
and Judy Gates Fund, Ethan Allen Retail, and through generous 
donaƟons from the Hofer family and members of the Cornwall 
community. War Stories opens May 23 and will be free and 
open to the public through October 11, 2026.  

Join guest curator Dr. Steven H. Jaffe for a tour of the 
exhibiƟon War Stories: Cornwall in the Revolu on. This 
program is free and open to the public, though capacity is 
limited. Early registraƟon is encouraged.  
 
Timed to coincide with the semiquincentennial of the 
DeclaraƟon of Independence, War Stories is the cornerstone   
of Cornwall's celebraƟon of our country's 250th birthday. 
It provides an ongoing complement to events scheduled for 
Memorial Day, July 4th, and a June encampment on the Town 
Green. Please see our insert for further informaƟon on this 
summer’s events.  

Lara Miller Rowand, 2026 

CURATOR’S TALK  
Friday, May 22, at 4 p.m. 

 

LECTURE & RECEPTION 
Saturday, October 10  |  4 p.m. 
 
Author and genealogist John Mills will speak about the 
lived experiences of four ConnecƟcut families: Prince 
MorƟmer of Middletown, Robert (Robin) Starr of Danbury 
(later Cornwall), Job Lathrop of Norwich, and the three 
sons of London Wallace of Simsbury. Through these case 
studies, this talk traces how Black men served in the 
American RevoluƟon while sƟll enslaved—and how, in 
many cases, they returned home to bondage rather than 
freedom. Grounded in primary records and descendant-led 
research, this program reveals a powerful and oŌen 
overlooked history of service, sacrifice, and resilience, 
challenging us to reconsider what patrioƟsm and liberty 
truly meant for Black people in RevoluƟonary-era 
ConnecƟcut. During the past year, Mr. Mills has worked 
with Cornwall Consolidated School’s sixth and seventh 
graders to research the story of RevoluƟonary War 
soldier Robert (Robin) Starr  and his family.  
 
John Mills is President of the Alex Breanne CorporaƟon,     
a ConnecƟcut-based non-profit. The Alex Breanne 
CorporaƟon focuses on research, interrogaƟon and 
presentaƟon of lesser known stories of the American 
enslaved. John unearths liƩle known people with the 
intent to inject them into the landscape of the 
communiƟes where they lived, worked or died. He then 
finds current-day descendants and returns their history    
to them. 
 
This lecture is funded by an endowment giŌ from the late 
Norman Dorsen, a leading academic and civil liberƟes 
lawyer, who was a longƟme resident of Cornwall.  This 
lecture is free and open to the public. 
 

WAR S T O RI ES  
CORNWALL IN  TH E R EVOL U T I ON  

On June 6th and 7th, Cornwall’s Town Green will be the site of 
a RevoluƟonary War MiliƟa Day event to commemorate the 
raising of a miliƟa company as would have happened in 1776. 
The weekend will have authenƟc 18th century encampment, 
troop formaƟons, musket firings, cooking and a host of other 
historic acƟviƟes. AcƟviƟes will be ongoing all day, Saturday 
and Sunday unƟl early aŌernoon. Saturday evening will feature 
period music, singing and candlelight tours of the camp. We 
encourage everyone to aƩend and be transported.  
 
For more informaƟon and a schedule for the two days, visit our 
website at: cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/events/. 

MILITIA DAY 
Saturday, June 6 & Sunday, June 7 
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MAKE A CONTRIBUTION 
 

The Cornwall Historical Society is a 

501(c)(3) non-profit that depends on 

contributions. Your donation helps 

support the work we do to tell the 

story of Cornwall. Donate online at 

cornwallhistoricalsociety.org or use 

the enclosed envelope to send your 

donation. Any financial contribution  

is greatly appreciated and is tax-

deductible. 

Summer Party  

Saturday, August 1st  
6 to 8:30 p.m. 




