
GARDEN PLAN
CORNWALL HISTORICAL SOCIETY



1. Create a standing historic agricultural exhibit specific to 
colonial and first peoples planting and harvesting 
traditions of the Northwest Connecticut area. 

2. Create a programable agricultural exhibit space that can 
be regularly updated and changed annually. 

3. Create an outdoor area suitable for hosting events and 
ceremonies. 

4. Create an environment that will draw visitors to the 
Historical Society, and serve as an attraction.
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OVERVIEW
Four distinct sections progress from manicured and cultivated outdoor areas to the natural wooded Connecticut 
environment, allowing visitors to progress different landscapes and provide the spaces needed for each project goal.
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The event lawn would be 40 by 50 feet -   equalling 2000 
Square feet - enough to accommodate 300 standing 
guests or 120 seated guests by most catering standards. 

Flower or decorative plant beds on either side of the lawn 
give guests a feel of being within the cultivated garden, 
while leaving the lawn entrance unobstructed for mowers.  
The lawn adjacent to the back of the building, allowing 
accesses to the kitchen. 

The event lawn is within the fenced area and primary 
access is through the gate. 
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Cultivated Garden
With standing and rotating horticultural exhibits, 
this area is the highest maintenance and most 
“Garden Like” of the plan.  Under current thinking 
- The "three sisters”, Corn, Bean and Squash 
planted in the traditional companion formation 
with the addition of shade tobacco form the 
historically accurate underpinnings of the exhibit 
space. 

Other areas are left for programming on a 
changing annual basis under direct or guest 
curation, much like the interior exhibits at the 
historical society.

POTENTIAL EXHIBIT PROGRAMS  

THE EARLY AMERICAN  
MEDICINE CHEST 

NOVEL PLANTS SET FREE: 
ORIGINS OF THE INVASIVE 

THE VICTORY GARDENS 
OF BOTH WORLD WARS 

ORNAMENTAL FLOWERS  
OF THE COLONIAL ERA 

THERE  ARE AN NEAR INFINITE 
NUMBER OF POTENTIAL EXHIBITS 
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The Meadows
Outside of the fenced area and curated 
as a standing exhibit based on the 
agricultural fields of the early livestock 
era, The Meadows serves as a visual 
transition and buffer from the more 
densely programed Cultivated Garden 
and the fully wooded forest walk.  
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Forest Walk
A very manegeable hiking path with 
occasional benches for sitting completes 
the plan and gives yet another kind of 
space for visitors to explore.



• SITE SURVEY:  Create a new site survey with 
precise septic location and fencing setbacks. 

• ESTIMATES:  Speak with fencing contractors and 
landscapers to put prices on various parts of the 
plan to get initial work estimates.   

• REFINE PLAN: Continue to refine plans and Come 
to formal agreement about layout (this should 
happen while things are moving forward so 
information about costs estimates can be factored 
in.  (Lets not wait till it’s perfect to gather needed 
information.)

What needs to 
happen next ?



• OUTREACH: Cornwall volunteers.  Canvas the 
community to find people with the expertise and 
equipment to donate their time and effort to 
further our vision. (Can we view their efforts as a 
donation and they can deduct the value from their 
taxes?) 

• CURATION: think about a process for determining 
programmed exhibits.  Find people looking to 
volunteer curatorial time. 

• FUNDRAISING:  Determine any specific additional 
fundraising efforts specific to the garden project.

What needs to 
happen next ?



Visual References



Visual References



Visual References


