Can you help us identify any of these women? The photograph is part of the Cornwall Historical Society Collection and labeled as “Women in Chorus Line.”

BRINGING
CORNWALL
HISTORY TO US

Now in our 61st year, the Historical
Society presents unique exhibitions and
public programs that provide insights into
what has made Cornwall special. Based
on research and historical evidence, we
share stories and objects that both place
our town in the context of larger events
and document what is uniquely ours. The
past decade has included exhibits on
Mohawk Mountain, Cornwall Artists and
Writers, Cornwall music and dance,
Cornwall Forests, Black and Indigenous
residents in the early 19th century and
Women'’s Suffrage. We look forward to
welcoming you on July 5th to this year’s
exhibition featuring objects and their
stories, selected from our collection and
lent by Cornwallians.

We continue to preserve and enhance our
wonderful building, a 19th century
carriage house, carefully expanded in
2007. In 2024, we restored the front
facade and recently completed repairs to
the cupola, plugging squirrel holes and
revitalizing its Italianate ornament, both
projects funded by the Northwest CT
Community Foundation. Beginning next
month, we will clear and grade our wild
backyard and install a stone retaining wall
and stairs, establishing the framework for
a future garden where we will present
Cornwall’s horticultural and agricultural
heritage and host events. The first
planting is a Burnham Sweet apple tree,
donated as part of Peter Del Tredici and
the Ridgway family’s project to preserve
and propagate this important Cornwall
heritage tree.

Thank you to the many volunteers who
give their time and expertise — helping
with collections, exhibitions, publicity,

events, building and grounds and
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governance. If you are interested in
joining us, please reach out to Suzie Fateh
at curator@cornwallhistoricalsociety.org.

We have begun planning for next year’s
exhibit that will be a cornerstone of
Cornwall’s celebration of America’s 250th.
Historian Steve Jaffe has been engaged to
assist Curator Suzie Fateh by conducting
research and developing the exhibition’s
story. This was made possible by a gift
from the Hofer family to honor the late
Ann Schillinger who served on our board
and whose research of our collections
brought to light the story of the Freeman
family. Additional contributions for
planning the exhibit include a grant from
The Cornwall Foundation, Inc., and a grant
from the Town of Cornwall’s Larry and
Judy Gates Fund. We would welcome
your individual contributions to support
this exhibition and a memorable year of
public programming and celebration.

Ann Trowbridge, President
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Each year, the Cornwall Historical Society invites a special guest
speaker to present a lecture on a current topic. This year’s
Norman Dorsen Lecture will take place on September 21st with
Richard Klein who will present Watershed: Contemporary Art
and Long Island Sound.

Over eight million people live in the watershed of Long Island
Sound, yet for most of the adjacent population the Sound has a
certain invisibility. Other large, saltwater estuaries, for instance
Chesapeake Bay or Puget Sound, are revered and storied, but
the Sound has never had any significant mystique or notoriety
in the public’s imagination. Why is this? It's not because of its
size: The Sound is 110 miles long and covers 1,300 square miles
and surprisingly has over 600 miles of coastline, primarily due to
the rocky and corrugated nature of its Connecticut shore. Many
rivers flow into the Sound, including the Housatonic.

Klein’s talk is based on an exhibition he has organized for The
Norwalk Art Space, a new arts organization in Norwalk, CT that
focuses on local artists and art education. The exhibition, titled
Sight & Sound: Artist Consider Long Island Sound, features the
work of fourteen contemporary artists who have approached
the subject of the Sound and its environs, exploring not only its
beauty, but also its fascinating natural and cultural history, and
its slow environmental comeback after years of neglect. All of
the artists live in the Sound’s watershed, including Frances
Ashforth (New Canaan), James Prosek (Easton), Alexis Rockman
(Warren), and Beth Stewart-Kelly (West Haven).

Klein is an independent curator, artist, and writer. From
1990 until his retirement in 2022, he was at the Aldrich
Contemporary Art Museum in Ridgefield, where he served as
the Exhibitions Director. Attendance is free and open to the
public, but pre-registration is required.

The Cornwall Historical Society is grateful to have recently
received a grant of $3,000 from the Northwest CT Community
Foundation Khurshed Bhumgara Fund. These funds supported
the repair and repainting of the Society’s cupola. This

is the second consecutive year of support from the Northwest
CT Community Foundation, enabling us to complete the
maintenance of our building’s street-facing facade.

The Historical Society was also awarded a $4,000 grant from
The Cornwall Foundation, Inc. to support the engagement of
historian Dr. Steven H. Jaffe as guest curator for the Society's
2026 exhibition celebrating the 250th anniversary of the
American Revolution. We express our heartfelt gratitude to
The Cornwall Foundation for their generous support.

SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY, JULY5| 3to5 p.m.

OPENING RECEPTION: Please join us at 3 p.m. to celebrate
the opening of our newest exhibition, Treasures from the
Collection. Reception is free and open to the public.

SATURDAY, JULY 12 | 10 a.m.

PAINTING EN PLEIN-AIR IN COLTSFOOT VALLEY: Join
artist Robert Adzema for a plein-air day in the enchanting
Coltsfoot Valley. This area of Cornwall is known for its
stunning natural beauty. Participants will gather to learn
about painting and drawing in the landscape. All levels of
experience are welcome. Bring your own easel, folding
chair, supplies, and canvas or sketch pad. All mediums
are welcome. Robert Adzema is a professional plein-air
landscape watercolor painter and also a sculptor of
sundials for over 40 years. More details at our website.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 | 2 p.m.

THE ART OF HANDCRAFTING SHOES: Join us for an exciting
program with Connecticut shoemaker Andrew Rowand as
he guides us through the art of handcrafting shoes. Rowand
has been a shoemaker for over a decade, specializing in the
recreation of historical footwear from the 17th to 19th
centuries. He uses period-appropriate tools, materials, and
techniques in his craft. In this program, you will have the
opportunity to see several shoemaking items from our
permanent collection in the exhibition Treasures from the
Collection. Pre-registration required.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 | 3:30to 8 p.m.

YELPING HILL HISTORY TALK, WALKING TOUR &
SUMMER PARTY: Join the Historical Society and the
Yelping Hill Association for a talk by Jeremy Brecher about
the community’s 103 year history. A walking (or shuttle)
tour will follow and includes original leasehold sites and
community buildings designed by pioneering architect
Ruth Adams and located within the association’s more
than 500 acres of woods and meadows. Admission is free
for the afternoon talk and tour. The evening party and
auction requires a paid ticket, with proceeds supporting
the programming and operations of the Cornwall Historical
Society. Visit our website for more details, to register for
all events and to purchase tickets for our third annual
summer party to be held at the Yelping Hill Barn.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 | 2 p.m.

NORMAN DORSEN LECTURE: Join us for a conversation
with Connecticut-based artist, curator, and writer
Richard Klein who will present, Watershed: Contemporary
Art and Long Island Sound. More details at our website.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
EVENT DETAILS AND REGISTRATION
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“A list of the Soldiers belonging to the Town of Cornwall who Enlisted into the
Colony’s Service — 1775” (detail). Collection of the Cornwall Historical Society.
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With the nation’s 250th semiquincentennial fast approaching,
the Historical Society is planning an exhibition that will tell the
story of Cornwall’s participation in the American Revolutionary
War. Author and historian Dr. Steven H. Jaffe will serve as guest
curator for the exhibition. Dr. Jaffe has been curating and co-
curating public exhibitions for museums, historical societies,
and other venues since 1993. He was curator at the Museum of
the City of New York, and has worked at the Center for Jewish
History in New York City, the New-York Historical Society and
the South Street Seaport Museum.

The exhibition is set to open in May of 2026 as part of a town-
wide celebration and will feature original materials from the
Society’s collection, including a number of items belonging
to Colonel Heman Swift. A veteran of the French and Indian
War, Heman Swift served on General Washington’s staff,
accompanying the commander on his famed crossing of the
Delaware River in December 1776. In addition to prominent
officers such as Swift, the town also supplied large numbers
of recruits. The Cornwall Historical Society collections include
shoe buckles and stockings worn by Swift; town records
pertaining to Swift and to Jack Freedom, who had been sold
as a slave to Swift in 1769 and was his servant during the
Revolutionary War; Size Rolls from 1777 and 1781; and other
documents relating to his military service. The leather-bound
"Size Rolls" include a list of soldiers from Cornwall, their
birthplaces, their occupations, their race and their heights.
We expect this to be central to the exhibition narrative that
will be developed.

The Society is seeking items relating to or connected with
Cornwall’s participation in the Revolutionary War. Any items
lent will be secured in a case and returned after the exhibition.
If you have an item to lend, please contact Suzie Fateh at
curator@cornwallhistoricalsociety.org, or at 860-672-0505.

EXHIBITION OPENING

The Cornwall Historical Society plays a crucial role in safe-
guarding the town’s history for future generations. Thanks to
the generous and thoughtful gifts of donors over the years,
our collections tell the story of Cornwall from its earliest
settlement in the mid-1700s to the present. Although a small
town, Cornwall has a remarkable history with long-reaching
influence on people and communities throughout the United
States and other countries, and our collections reflect that. In
advance of the 250th anniversary of the founding of our
nation—to be celebrated next year—we see this season as an
ideal time to highlight some of our treasures, many of which
have rarely been shown. Treasures from the Collection offers
a look back into Cornwall history, as well as a peek into what
over half a century of collecting looks like.

The Society opens to the public, Saturday July 5th. Summer
hours are Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sundays from
1to 4 p.m. The exhibit runs from July 5 — October 12, 2025.

You might have wondered about the concrete base in front of
our museum. It was donated by the Hubbard family in the fall
of 2024 as a pedestal in memory of Lisa Lansing Simont. It will
be used as an outdoor exhibition space for sculptures or other
large-scale objects.

Pictured here is artist Peter Busby (left) placing his sculpture
Rubicon on the concrete pad. Busby’s piece will be on display
through the end of July, after which David Colbert will present
his stainless steel sculpture, Platonic Cube #3.

Peter Busby (left) installing his piece “Rubicon” at the Cornwall Historical Society.



mailto:curator@cornwallhistoricalsociety.or

OFFICERS

Ann Trowbridge
PRESIDENT

William McClane
VICE PRESIDENT

Bruce Whiteford
TREASURER

Cindy Kirk
SECRETARY

DIRECTORS
Barbara Ensor
Douglas Gold

Susan Hellmann
Michael Heming
Dan Hubbard

CURATOR
Suzanne Fateh

paisanbay 921AI3S SS3IPPY

Summer Party
to benefit the
Cornwall

Historical Society
Saturday, August 16
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