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Scope of Collection:
Founded in 1964, the Cornwall Historical Society seeks to preserve, promote and
present the history of Cornwall and its people. Many of the collections contained in their
archives are artificial collections, created from numerous donations over the years.
Other major collections of note to this Subject Guide are organization records, such as
those of the Foreign Mission School and American Mission Movement. Significant work
to identify the documents and items across collections was done for the “Finding
Freeman|s” exhibit, which was on display June 25-October 15, 2022. Based on the work
of Ann Shillinger and Ryan Bachman, the exhibit combined archaeological evidence
found in a dig at the site of the home of Cornwall’s last enslaved resident. Context was
provided by searching through the archival collections, identifying the documents found
within the artificial collections and others (including tax records, land records, probate
files, church histories and more) to shed light on the history of the people of color who
resided in the Cornwall area.

Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) Subject Guide
This Subject Guide presents information on resources in our Archives that document
the experiences and representations of African Americans, Native Americans, and other
people of color in Connecticut from the colonial era to the present. These resources
reveal the stories, experiences, and history of these traditionally excluded voices.
Finding aids that contain these records can be found at our page on Connecticut
Archives Online

https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/


https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/caoSearch/catalog?f%5Blevel%5D%5B%5D=Collectio
n&f%5Brepository%5D%5B%5D=Cornwall+Historical+Society.

List of Collections Containing BIPOC Records

1. American Mission Movement Collection, 1891-1953,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-021.pdf

Citation: “American Mission Movement Collection 1891-1953, Cornwall Historical
Society, Cornwall, CT”

Annotation: This collection contains a miscellany of records relating to the
activities of missionary societies in Litchfield county, and lives of their members.
Included are newspaper clippings about trips to Liberia and Japan, and booklets
detailing the work of the societies. There is a 1915 school catalog and magazine
from Foochow College, in Furzhou, China, which was run by American
missionaries for many years, including William L. Beard, whose publications are
also included in the collection. These records contain insight into the lives of the
citizens of the countries the missionaries visited and the views that the
missionaries held about those countries. This could be seen as a continuation of
the work of the Foreign Mission School of the early nineteenth century.

2. Business Collection, 1767-1999,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-008.pdf

Citation: “Business Collection, 1767-1999, Cornwall Historical Society, Cornwall,
CT.”

Annotation:
This is a collection that spans the history of Cornwall, including the period in the
early 1800s when a number of free African Americans lived near the Great Hollow
Road area. Account books and town lists can be used to find information about
these residents and their activities in town.

3. Connecticut Miscellanea Collection, 1884-1933,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-012.pdf

https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/caoSearch/catalog?f%5Blevel%5D%5B%5D=Collection&f%5Brepository%5D%5B%5D=Cornwall+Historical+Society
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/caoSearch/catalog?f%5Blevel%5D%5B%5D=Collection&f%5Brepository%5D%5B%5D=Cornwall+Historical+Society
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-021.pdf
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-008.pdf
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-012.pdf


3.1: Articles: “Slaves in the State, Hartford Courant, January 17, 1900”

Citation: Articles, Connecticut Miscellanea Collection, 1884-1933, Cornwall
Historical Society, Cornwall, CT.”

Annotation: This article details a number of enslaved people owned in Litchfield
county, including references to Goshen, Litchfield, New Milford, and Cornwall. This
article reveals the commonality of enslavement within the upper levels of society in
Litchfield County in the early years of the nineteenth century as well as some of the
methods used to sell the enslaved people.

4. Cornwall Artists Collection, 1840-2000,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-006.pdf

4.1: Leigh R. Miner

Citation: “Leigh R. Minor, Cornwall Artists Collection, Cornwall Historical Society,
Cornwall, CT.”

Annotation: Included in this collection are two items about Leigh R. Minor, a
Cornwall native and established photographer. He was known for his photographs
and study of Inuit and Gullah peoples, and worked at the Hampton Institute (now
Hampton University), a historically black research university in Hampton, VA. The
first item in the collection is a notice about Minor’s “Indian Pictures” exhibit and the
second is a photography booklet about everyday life at the Hampton Institute.
Miner worked with school leaders to use photography to attract friends and donors
to HBCUs.

5. Cornwall Legal Miscellanea, 1757-1941,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-017.pdf

Citation: Cornwall Legal Miscellanea, 1757-1941, Cornwall Historical Society,
Cornwall, CT.

Annotation: Two particular items of note within this broad collection of legal
documents spanning Cornwall’s history are an “Indenture of George Cornelius,
Indian” from 1757 and an “Emancipation petition for enslaved Cornwall woman,
Pegg” from 1792. The woman mentioned was Peg Barber, who was emancipated
by Joseph Wakeman Gold. He also had to post a bond signifying that Peg would

https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-006.pdf
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-017.pdf


not be a financial burden on the town. These documents highlight the legal process
that enslaved people had to go through in order to be freed.

6. Cornwall School Records, 1833-1990
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-031.pdf

Citation: Cornwall School Records, 1833-1990, Cornwall Historical Society,
Cornwall, CT.
Annotation: Included in the final “Miscellaneous” series of this collection are a

few items of note related to this subject guide. First is a copy of “The Negro
Common School, 1901” published by Atlanta University and edited by W.E.B.
DuBois. This is a record of the speeches and data presented at an annual
conference held at Atlanta University on issues affecting the life, health, and
economic development of African Americans. The second is an “Agent’s Report”
on Southern education requirements also from 1901. These reports focus on
issues particular to education in the Southern United States.
It is also known from the photograph collection that a number of African

American children went to the District 5 schoolhouse, and the series of this
collection covering that district contains school registers and lists of local residents.

7. Foreign Mission School Papers, 1799-2015,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-038.pdf

Citation: “Foreign Mission School Papers, 1799-2015, Cornwall Historical Society,
Cornwall, CT”

Annotation: Established by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, the Foreign Mission School was in operation from 1817-1826. This
school educated young men from around the world with the goal of training them to
be Christian Missionaries for their people. Students came from Hawaii, Greece,
China, the Marqusas islands, India, the Malay peninsula, and from the Cherokee,
Choctaw and Abenaki tribes. Ultimately about one hundred young men were
taught at the school during its nine year existence. The school closed abruptly in
1826 after outrage by local citizens at the marriage of two young women of
Cornwall to high ranking Cherokee men. Prominent students were Henry Obookiah
(or Heneri Opukaha’ia) from Hawaii, John Ridge and Elias Boudinot, both of the
Cherokee Nation.

The collection includes legal documents of the school such as land deeds, annual
reports and pupil lists. Papers related to many of the students are also in the

https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-031.pdf
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-038.pdf


collection, such as a Census of the Eastern Cherokee Nation, and the wills of Elias
Boudinot and Photius Fisk. Additionally there are a number of photographs and
memorabilia related to the students, such as images of Henry Obookiah’s
gravesite, and a lock of Elias Boudinot’s daughters hair. Research and
correspondence from local historian’s about the School are found in the collection
as well. This school is not only one of the earliest of the type in existence but is
very well documented, and can highlight the experience of BIPOC students and
their interactions with their teachers as well as the local community.

8. Kellogg Family Papers, 1755-1890,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-016.pdf

Citation: “Kellogg Family Papers, 1755-1890, Cornwall Historical Society,
Cornwall, CT”

Annotation: The records of several generations of Kelloggs that resided in
Cornwall and ran a store. They also served as copyists or scribes when a
document needed to be created, and many of their customers paid them for this
service including a number of the free African American families living in Cornwall.
Of particular note in this collection are the account books, where the names and
purchases are recorded and show details of daily life for the community of free
African Americans living in the Great Hollow Road area.

9. James H. Moser Collection, 1883-2009,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-022.pdf

Citation: “James H. Moser Collection, 1883-2009, Cornwall Historical Society,
Cornwall, CT”

Annotation: Illustrator and water colorist James Henry Moser was born in Ontario
Canada in 1854 and married Martha Scoville of Cornwall in 1883. He was known
for illustrating the first edition of Uncle Remus by Joel Chandler Harris and as a
freelance artist for the major magazines of the late nineteenth century. He was
known for his depictions of African Americans in the south, and this collection
contains catalogs of his work and also an account of a former enslaved person
“Old Hen” who Moser used as inspiration for several works. The latter is a valuable
insight into the lives of African Americans in the southern states during this time
period.

https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-016.pdf
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-022.pdf


10. Cornwall Photographs and Miscellanea, 1779-2003,
https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-011.pdf

Citation: “Cornwall Photographs and Miscellanea, 1779-2003, Cornwall Historical
Society, Cornwall, CT”

Annotation: This collection includes photographs of many Cornwall residents,
including a number of African Americans.

11. Enslaved and Free People of Cornwall, by Ryan Bachman.

Citation: “Bachman, Ryan. Enslaved and Free People of Cornwall. Cornwall
Historical Society, Cornwall, CT.

Annotation: This extensive research project by Ryan Bachman (assisted by Ann
Schillinger) was created in 2013 when Bachman conducted an archaeological
excavation of the site of Naomi and Obedaih Freeman’s house on Great Hollow
Road. In researching the history of the property, Bachman and Schillinger
discovered a vast amount of information about the Freeman family and other free
African American families living in the same vicinity of Cornwall. Their project also
shed light on the surrounding areas, as the Freemans had connections to Goshen
and Warren and other free African Americans resided across the Housatonic River
in Sharon. Citations and details of records found at the Cornwall Town Hall,
Connecticut Historical Society and the Litchfield Probate Court are also included in
this work. This project was the basis for a 2022 exhibit at the Cornwall Historical
Society entitled “Finding Freeman|s”, which connects information found across the
archival and museum collections into a rich history of the black and indigenous
residents of Cornwall. Records from the exhibit creation are also included.

https://cornwallhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/MS-011.pdf

