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Postcard of Cornwall Bridge Railroad Station, ca. 1900.  
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FROM THE CURATOR 
 

What is it that makes the Litchfield countryside so unbelievably special?  

At any time of the year, each town in this corner of the state has its own 

unique personality and appeal. Timothy Stone, a local early-nineteenth 

century historian, called Cornwall “a Switzerland in miniature,” and wrote, 

“Its surface is remarkable for high hills and lofty mountains, from the 

summits of which all who delight in beholding the works of nature are 

gratified by the extensive scenery of mountains, hills, valleys and ravines, 

and cultivated fields.” If this sounds like Cornwall hasn’t changed much 

since the early years of the 19th century, you’re right! Cornwall and its 

neighboring towns are well known for their picture-perfect scenery and 

interesting history. Told entirely through vintage postcards and 

memorabilia, our new exhibition Touring the Countryside: Postcards from 

Cornwall, Kent, and Warren will take you on an excursion around Cornwall 

and the two towns that form its southern border. The exhibit – which is a 

collaboration between Cornwall and the Kent and Warren historical 

societies – will be on view July 1 through October 14, 2023. As a special 

addition to this year’s show, artist Paper Buck returns with an installation 

that explores the ongoing cultural and ecological life of the Housatonic 

River. Programming will include a roster of talks, events, and a concert— 

so plan ahead with our SAVE THE DATE section on page 3 and mark your 

calendars!  

Happy summer and we look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

Suzie Fateh

JUNE 2023 



In this view to the north from Tarradiddle Mountain, the Housatonic passes through the 
deep valley that connects West Cornwall and Cornwall Bridge. The river served as a refuge 
and migration path for New England tribes, many of whom remain in the region today. 

 

Richard Klein, The Understory (Falls Village), 2021; Rusted, cast iron 
Cracked Cap Polypore fungi, burnt nineteenth-century wood  
architectural column; 72 ½ inches.  

THE RIVER BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS 

In connection with the exhibition Housatonic, the 
Society is pleased to present works from The 
Understory, a project by Richard Klein. Using 
native iron and wood sourced from the environs 
surrounding Cornwall, the project focuses on the 
iron industry that once flourished in the region.  
 

In scattered locations in the Taconic and Litchfield 
hills of Connecticut and the adjacent areas of New 
York and Massachusetts the landscape holds hints 
of an enterprise that has largely been forgotten. 
Revealed by piles of firebrick and glassy slag, soil 
darkened by the remnants of charcoal, and the 
occasional rusty scrap of iron, these sites speak of 
the first great era of resource extraction following 
European colonization. The Understory is a 
contemporary response to this history, realized 
through the materials that comprised the early 
American iron industry.     
 

Klein, who recently retired from his role as the 
Exhibitions Director of the Aldrich Contemporary 
Art Museum in Ridgefield, will offer an artist talk 
and site visit to the still intact ruins of the stone 
furnace on Furnace Brook in Cornwall Bridge. 
Please visit our website for specific information 
about this event. 

Cornwall's portion of the Housatonic River was not always as wild 
and scenic as it appears today. Land was cleared to develop 
settlements, and later, forests were clear-cut to produce charcoal 
to fuel the substantial regional industry known as the Salisbury 
Iron District. As the Housatonic evolved into a critical vein of 
transport for charcoal, timber, and iron, it remained a key 
transportation route for the Mohican, Schaghticoke, Weantinock, 
Potatuck, and other local tribes, who continued inhabiting their 
homelands along the river, and often found employment within 
these industries. Housatonic is an Algonquin word that means 
“the river beyond the mountains.”  
 

This summer the Cornwall Historical Society will host Housatonic, 
an exhibition focused on the ongoing transformation of the river 
that runs nearly 150 miles from Western Massachusetts through 
Connecticut to the Long Island Sound. This exhibition is organized 
by Paper Buck, an artist and writer, who grew up in Cornwall.  
 

For this project, Buck traveled the length of the river, 
documenting, photographing, and interviewing riverine residents 
and cultural institutions along the way. Housatonic will feature 
photographs taken on this journey, a large handmade map that 
highlights unique and significant sites along the river, and a short 
documentary film focused on environmental advocacy.  
 

Buck will focus on Cornwall's unique stretch of the Housatonic—
one of the least developed and most beautiful spans of the 
river—in relation to the social and ecological history of the 
broader watershed.  



SAVE THE DATE 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 1  | 10 am-3 pm 

Cornwall Historical Society opens for the 2023 season 
with two new exhibitions: Touring the Countryside: 
Postcards from Cornwall, Kent, and Warren and 
Housatonic. Open Saturdays Only. 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 29  |  10:30 am 

Join artist Richard Klein on a walk around the remains 
of the Cornwall Bridge Iron Furnace. Participants will 
first meet at the Society for a brief discussion of Klein’s 
project The Understory, followed by a short drive to the 
site, which is located at the intersection of route 7 and 
4 in Cornwall Bridge. The program will include a broad 
overview of the eighteenth and nineteenth century 
iron industry as well as specifics about iron production 
in Cornwall. Sturdy shoes/boots are encouraged as the 
terrain is steep and often muddy. RAIN DATE: Saturday, 
September 23. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5  |  4-6 pm 

Join us for a wine and cheese reception celebrating our 
new exhibitions. Location: 7 Pine Street. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12 |  4 pm 

Lecture and conversation with Christopher Wigren,  
architectural historian and Deputy Director of 
Preservation Connecticut. More information to come. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19  |  6 pm 

Summer Party! Join us in celebrating the work the 
Society has done in connecting Cornwallians to their 
past. There's so much to uncover. We want to do more, 
and are looking for your engagement. Cocktails, nibbles 
and fun! $100 per person. More information to come. 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16  |  4 pm 

Lecture and conversation with Marena Wisniewski, 

Architectural Historian at the Connecticut State Historic 

Preservation Office. More information to come. 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1  | 1 pm 

Join us for an October first concert at the Cornwall 

Historical Society. Lorraine Hammond and her 

husband, guitarist Bennett Hammond, offer songs and 

stories from and about Cornwall. Both are singers and 

5-string banjo players.  All ages are welcome. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR EVENT DETAILS 

NORMAN DORSEN LECTURE 
 

Every year the Cornwall Historical Society invites a special 
guest speaker to present a lecture on a current topic. This 
annual lecture, endowed by a generous gift from the late 
Norman Dorsen (1930-2017), is free and open to the 
public. Dorsen was a longtime Cornwall resident and 
member of the historical society board of directors. He 
was a leading academic and civil liberties lawyer. Dorsen 
served as the Frederick I. and Grace A. Stokes Professor of 
Law at New York University School of Law and also as the 
counselor to the university president. He was President of 
the national ACLU from 1976-1991. 
 

We will be announcing our special guest speaker for this 
event soon, so STAY TUNED! 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
  

When we set about designing programs to enhance the 
exhibits at the historical society this summer, we knew we 
had to ensure that we got the word out to everyone. The 
printed page is certainly not the only way to talk to our 
donors and our friends, we know that. And since a new 
medium of communication seems to blossom every day, 
what could we do to tell the world what we're doing?  
 
The answer is to collect email addresses so that we can be 
sure to reach you. That's one purpose of the inserted   
envelope in this newsletter. We’re also asking you to 
make a donation with a gift that's as generous as possible. 
We rely on you to support our research, our activities, and 
our community outreach.   
  
The Cornwall Historical Society is for everyone, not just 
the families who have lived hereabouts for centuries. 
Everyone is creating an imprint, leaving trails and traces 
that, woven together, will tell the story of Cornwall in the 
21st century. Be part of that creation with a gift. 
  
Lisa Lansing Simont 



7 Pine Street,  Cornwall, CT 06753 

 

SUMMER PARTY! 
 

 Join us in celebrating the work the 
Cornwall Historical Society has done in 
connecting Cornwallians to their 
past.  There's so much to uncover. We 
want to do more, and are looking for 
your engagement. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19  | 6 PM 
Cocktails, nibbles and fun! 
$100 per person. 
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HELP US STAY CONNECTED WITH YOU!   
 
Welcome to our very first annual newsletter. We are pleased to introduce 
this new way of giving you an inside look at our upcoming events and  
exhibitions. If you’ve participated in any of our programs and activities, we 
know it’s because you find value in supporting the work we do to share the 
history of Cornwall. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  We look forward to 
expressing our gratitude by offering you and your family creative ways to 
engage with our collections. Please help us stay connected with you by  
filling out the enclosed envelope. Updating your email address with us is  
important. Once again, thank you for your ongoing support and interest in 
the Cornwall Historical Society! 
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