
CELEBRATING 60 YEARS 
 

I am delighted that after 60 years of collecting Cornwall’s 

stories, the Historical Society is going strong, bringing 

perspective about our past to the fore today. Hopefully you 

have had a chance to see our exhibits, peruse our collection, 

and enjoy our programming. In recent years we’ve brought 

you antique maps and post cards, illuminating much about 

life here long ago. You may remember the stories we 

featured about Cornwall’s trailblazing women around the 

suffrage movement, the lives of black and indigenous 

residents in the early 19th century, the local iron industry,  

our involvement in the Civil War, and so much more. We 

strive to continue to shed light on Cornwall’s interesting 

history; there is so much more to tell.  
 

Many of you have been inside our beautiful nineteenth-

century Italianate-style carriage house building, lovingly 

renovated in recent years—thorough restoration in 2007; 

storage area upgrade in 2019; wall and window work in 2022; 

drainage installation in 2023; and soon repair of our façade.  
 

Though we have received grants for certain projects, an 

important component of our general funding comes from 

individual donations. I hope this newsletter will pique your 

interest about our upcoming events and that you will go 

online to sign-up for alerts about any changes or new 

offerings. I also hope you will support us in any way you can. 

Please help us continue to do what we do – bringing 

Cornwall’s past back to life! 
 

Steve Brandfield, CHS President

JUNE 2024 

IMAGES (top to bottom): Cornwall Historical Society officers entertain members and friends 

at an Open House to celebrate the Society’s new quarters at 7 Pine Street, 1967; In 2007 

the Society began a major two-year renovation project that resulted in adding an addition 

to its building; Visitors in the newly constructed galleries, 2019. 



 

Helping Mother Nature … Snowmaking at Mohawk Mountain Ski Area, Mohawk State 
Forest, Cornwall, ca. 1975. Courtesy of Mohawk Mountain Ski Area. 

EXHIBIT PREVIEW 

Mohawk Mountain: The Snow Story 
 

How much of the Mohawk Mountain’s ski history do you 

know? For a small town, Cornwall has played a big role in 

helping ski areas cope with snow-stingy winters.  
 

Mohawk Mountain — the centerpiece of Mohawk State 

Forest — has a rich history that is entwined with the 

history of those who have lived in and visited the place 

over the centuries. Traces of these pasts are still visible 

today. 
 

We are excited to announce our next special exhibition, 

Mohawk Mountain: The Snow Story, which opens Saturday, 

July 6th. Through photos and objects, the installation 

chronicles the history of the Mountain, from its 

beginnings, and naming, to its role as one of the first ski 

areas in the Unites States to make its own snow. The 

show touches on many different stories, but focuses on 

three in particular: Alain C. White and his sister, May W. 

White whose gifts of land to the state would start the 

state’s park system; the young men in the Civilian 

Conservation Corp who from 1933-1941 were responsible 

for creating this recreation area; and ski-industry pioneer, 

Walter Schoenknecht who in the winter of 1950 layered 

shaved ice over the slopes of Mohawk Mountain, thus 

establishing the first attempt at making artificial snow for 

skiing. 
 

The Society will be open on Saturdays from 10:00am to 

3:00pm, and on Sundays from 1:00 to 4:00pm. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
SATURDAY, JULY 6  |  4 pm 
OPENING RECEPTION: Join us for light refreshments to 
celebrate the opening of our summer exhibition, Mohawk 
Mountain: The Snow Story. View the exhibit and hear from 
special guests Carol Lugar, President, and Steve Hedden, 
board member and former vice-president of Mohawk 
Mountain. The event is free and open to the public. 
LOCATION: 7 Pine Street, Cornwall Village. 

 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9  |  5:30 pm 
RECOGNIZING ALAIN AND MAY WHITE: Just who were 
Alain and May White? Where did they come from? Why 
were they so generous? The Whites preserved nearly  
9,000 acres of land that today includes the Mohawk State 
Forest and Mohawk Mountain State Park. Kick off your 
CORNWALL DAYS festivities with us and join Gerri Griswold, 
Director of Administration and Development at White 
Memorial Foundation, for an illustrated presentation about 
the Whites. Their gifts were very far reaching … far beyond 
their town of Litchfield. You’ll be amazed! Admission is free, 
but reservations are recommended.  
LOCATION: 7 Pine Street, Cornwall Village. 

 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17  |  6 pm 
SUMMER PARTY & AUCTION: Celebrate the Society’s 60th 
anniversary at a Garden Party. Enjoy cocktails, live music, 
and delicious bites all while supporting CHS’s mission to 
preserve and share local history! The evening will include  
an art auction featuring works by noted illustrator Ruth 
Chrisman Gannett. $100 per person. Visit our website for 
reservation and payment. Party location to be emailed. 

 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14  | 10 am 
WHITE MEMORIAL GUIDED HIKE: Enjoy a guided visit to  
the White Memorial Museum. Learn the story of Alain and 
May White, then take a ride over to Five Ponds and hike  
the spectacular forest that the White’s turned into their 
playland. *Free registration is limited to 20 participants.  
LOCATION: White Memorial Conservation Center, Litchfield. 

 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28  |  5 pm 
NORMAN DORSEN LECTURE: Lecture and conversation  
with Cornwall author and journalist Alex Prud’homme. 
Prud’homme will discuss his latest book Dinner with the 
President: Food, Politics, and a History of Breaking Bread at 
the White House. Visit our website for more information 
and registration details.  
LOCATION: 7 Pine Street, Cornwall Village. 
 
 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR  

EVENT DETAILS AND REGISTRATION 



 

CHS is grateful to have recently received two grants: one 

for help with building repairs; another for a technology 

upgrade. The first grant of $8,000 was awarded by the 

Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation and will 

cover much of the cost of repairing and painting part of 

our building’s street-facing façade, which has suffered 

from weathering and wear.  
 

The second grant for $2,500 was awarded by The 

Cornwall Foundation, Inc. This grant will fund the initial 

adoption of and integration with a new donor/attendee 

database management system. 

 
 IN MEMORIUM 

 

CHS BIDS FAREWELL TO BOARD PRESIDENT 

LISA LANSING SIMONT 
 

With the passing of Lisa Lansing Simont, Cornwall has 

lost one of its most dedicated friends. Her obituary lists 

her many and varied accomplishments, but she devoted 

much of her later life to serving our town in many ways 

and on several boards, chiefly among them the Library, 

the Cornwall Chronicle and our own Historical Society. 

Serving as a board member and long-time president, she 

guided with keen intelligence and foresight. She was 

caring, careful and savvy in managing us through many 

changes and challenges. Lisa often shared warm 

memories of the Cornwall she knew as a child and 

remained dedicated to seeing our history preserved for 

the future. Lisa was dearly loved and is deeply missed. 

 

 

CHS TURNS 60! 
 

When the Cornwall Historical Society opened its doors to 

the public in 1967, the occasion was an important 
moment for the community: it invited residents and 

visitors to a new way of experiencing and understanding 
Cornwall’s history. Donated and loaned items were 

displayed in an exhibition which aimed to shed light on 
the town’s history. Many of these items later formed the 
core of the Society’s permanent collection, which has 

since expanded to include unique manuscripts and 

original documents.  
 

Spanning more than two centuries, our holdings reflect all 
facets of the town’s history from its earliest settlement in 

the mid-1700s to the present. The collection continues to 
grow—thanks to the generosity of donors—and new 

stories continue to surface.  
 

To celebrate its founding and incorporation in 1964,  
the Society has mounted a small show titled Highlights. 
The installation is a chance to showcase a few standout 

items from our permanent collection; included are early 
paintings of Cornwall on loan from long-time Cornwall 

resident, Joe Ellis. 
 

CHS opens for the 2024 season on Saturday, July 6th. We 
hope your summer plans include enjoying some history 

with your family!

GRANT AWARDS 

The Cornwall Historical Society occupies a nineteenth-century Italianate-style 

carriage house that was built ca. 1865. The building is notable for its cupola and its 

wide molded eaves with elaborate brackets.   
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Let’s Stay Connected! 
 

Welcome to our second newsletter and thank you for taking the time to read it! The 
newsletter is intended to be an annual special springtime publication and our way of 
staying connected with you. The goal is to keep you informed about our upcoming 
events and exhibitions.   
 

Staying connected means we can continue to share news and updates. So please fill 
out the enclosed envelope and help us stay in touch. If you have recently changed 
your phone number, mailing address, or email address, kindly take a moment to 
provide your current contact information. 
 

Thank you and we appreciated your continued support of the Cornwall Historical 
Society. 

 

cornwallhistoricalsociety.org 
 

7 Pine Street  |  P.O. Box 115  |  Cornwall, CT 06753  |  860-672-0505  

SUMMER PARTY! 
 

Join us in celebrating the work the 

Cornwall Historical Society has done in 

connecting Cornwallians to their 

past. There's so much to uncover. We 

want to do more, and are looking for 

your engagement. 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17  | 6 PM 

Enjoy drinks, food, and live music! 

$100 per person. 


