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This is a collection of documents related to the Sanford family. These documents were collected by town
historian E.C. Starr, and reflect his interest in prominent local families. The majority of items are related
to Reverend Elias Benjamin Sanford (1843-1932). He was born in Westbrook, Connecticut in 1843, and
preached in Cornwall during the year 1868. Sanford was a prolific writer and historian, and a regular
visitor to Cornwall for decades after his yearlong pastorate. Starr also collected items related to Elias
Sanford’s father, Reverend Isaac Sanford (1814-1908), a Methodist minister who similarly preached in
Cornwall for only one year.

A second branch of the Sanford family included in this collection is the Sanford family of West Cornwall.
Dr. Edward Sanford (1828-1892) was born in Goshen in 1828, but opened a medical practice in West
Cornwall following his graduation from New York Medical College. Sanford practiced medicine in West
Cornwall for forty-two years, until his death in 1892. Documents relating to his son, Charles Alson
Sanford (1868-1896) are also included in this collection. He was born in Cornwall, and studied at the
Housatonic Valley Institute before removing to Falls Village, and ultimately, Indiana, where he died in
1896.

The third group of Sanfords represented in this collection were both involved with the Rumsey Hall
School. Lillias Rumsey Sanford (1848-1940) of Seneca Falls, New York founded the school in New York in
1900, and was instrumental in bringing the institution to Cornwall in 1906. Leonard Gibbs Sanford
(1839-1912) was a native of Glen Falls, New York, and led an adventurous life as a whaler, explorer, and
diplomat before becoming the book-keeper at the Rumsey Hall School in 1907. He died in Cornwall five
years later.

The collection is organized in alphabetical order into sections devoted to each Sanford family member.
The documents are organized chronologically within those sections.
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Letter sent to E.C. Starr about 1 1
transferring church membership,

1896

Obituary, 1896

Photograph, undated

Section 2. Dr. Edward Sanford

Obituary, 1892 1 4




Photograph, undated 5
Section 3. Rev. Elias B. Sanford

Personal correspondence with 6-8
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