LOCAL HISTORY ACTIVITY

Street Signs and Place Names

For Parents and Teachers: As young people read maps and become more familiar with the variety of
information they provide, this activity emphasizes the clues about a community’s local history that often
can be found in the names of streets, roads and other places in a community.

For Young People and Students: You may have never thought about the name of the street you live
on or the names of places in your community, but these names can sometimes give clues about your
community’s history. The names of villages, towns and cities come from many different sources along
with the names of places in your community.

Names from People: in Connecticut the names of villages, towns or other places may have been given
based on a famous or well-known person who lived, worked or was important to that community.

* Adriaen’s Landing in Hartford is named after Adriaen Block, the Dutch navigator who
was the first European to explore the Connecticut River.

* Brookfield, incorporated 1788; named for Thomas Brooks, first pastor.

*  Morris, incorporated 1859, and named from James Morris, prominent resident.

*  Warren, incorporated 1786, and named from Gen. Joseph Warren.

*  Washington, incorporated 1779; named for George Washington, first President of the
United States.

Names from Nature: here look for names related to the shape of the land, or references to animals,
plants, minerals or other natural characteristics.

Cornwall is thought to have been
named because of its resemblance to
the rugged terrain, mines and mineral
wealth of the County of Cornwall in
Great Britain.

Roxbury, named May, 1743, as
rockier part of Woodbury, incorporated
1796.

Woodbury, named May, 1673, from
being well wooded. Indian name,
"Pomperaug."
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